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What happens when everyday 

people build a bird ID tool? 



Yellow-throated Warbler  



 



The “search” for ID help 

“smoky gray bird with black eyes and black tail” 

“orange birds” “ID of sparrow with red crown” 

“small bird with black stripe” 

“large hawk with white tail patch” 

“black bird with pointy head” 

“plump small bird with long straight bill” 



Key-based 
Approach 



• Dynamic Q&A 

• Handles “noisy data” 

• Gets better with use 



 







When & Where 



Indigo Bunting  |  Full Year 









How do novice 

bird watchers 

describe birds?  



Front-end Findings  
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Formative Testing
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Usability Testing of Mark My Bird 

In-person think aloud & interview (n=28)  

Web based survey (n = 540) 
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Unintended Outcomes 

“A great way to learn what is important in reviewing birds 

descriptions, and how to see a bird-by sections!” 

“The questions guide the user through 

a very complete species observation.” 

 

“Learning how to be more organized when 

describing characteristics of a bird for identification.” 

“FUN!!!  Helps me to hone in on each 

defining characteristic of the bird.” 



Summative Questions 
Are there changes in….  
 

Interest in 
birding 

Confidence in 
identifying 

birds 

Changes in 
behavior 
related to 

birding 

Bird 
identification 

skills 

Understanding 
biodiversity 



Why conservationists  
should heed 

Images © Nintendo 

Children could name  
more Pokémon species 

than wildlife 



What is the extinction of a condor to a child who 
has never seen a wren? 

—Robert Pyle 

Dark-eyed Junco 

Harlequin Duck 

Giant Coot 

undescribed species 

Yellow-headed Blackbird Blackburnian Warbler Black Skimmer 

Sandhill Crane 

Savannah Sparrow 



Mobile devices 

At your fingertips… 

Classrooms 

Museums 

Butterflies 

   Plants… 
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