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Audience & Settings

Audience:

STEM Youth Program Designers and 

Staff Members, Researchers/Evaluators

Funders, Employers  

Disciplinary area:
Youth Development Programs

Access and Inclusion
A finding: These programs contribute 

well to STEM pathways of under-

represented  youth entering with 

academic prowess and STEM identity; 

however can be the sole pathway to 

STEM involvement for youth entering 

without STEM identity or academic 

achievement. 

Project Description
The Roads Taken project brings together 

representatives from long-standing youth 

programs, experts in out-of-school-time youth 

programming, and researchers to 

collaboratively explore the long-term (15-25 

years) impact of STEM-focused, intensive (80+ 

hours/year), multi-year programming. 

Key Achievements
A comprehensive model has guided SEM, 

fsQCA, and qualitative analytic  modeling to 

reveal multiple pathways to adult STEM 

involvement  (identity, career, personal, and 

community). Careers are both directly STEM 

and STEM-adjacent. We have also identified 

long term follow up challenges of methods, and 

data management. 

Community Partners: Priya Mohabir, New York Hall of Science, pmohabir@nysci.org

PIs: Deborah Wasserman (COSI), dwasserman@cosi.org; Co-PIs: Carey Tisdal, Tisdal 

Consulting, ctisdal@sbcglobal.net, Christine (Kit) Klein, Insight for Learning Practices L.L.C, 

ckleinconsulting@gmail.com,  Priya Mohabir, New York Hall of Science, 

pmohabir@nysci.org website:https://tinyurl.com/RoadsTaken

This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under grant 2229061. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in 
this material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.
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To learn more about 

the project and our 

research, visit 

https://tinyurl.com/Roa

dsTaken
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