
Modeling Zoos and Aquariums as 

Inclusive Communities of Science 

(MoZAICS) for Autistic Individuals  
Audience & Settings

Audience: Autistic 

Individuals

Disciplinary area: General 

STEM

Learning environment: 

Zoos/Aquariums

Access and Inclusion

The project’s focus is on 

promoting access and inclusion 

for autistic individuals across the 

full zoo/aquarium experience 

through engaging autistic self-

advocates and zoo/aquarium 

practitioners.

PIs: Kelly Riedinger (Oregon State University)

kelly.riedinger@oregonstate.edu

Co-PIs: Lauren Weaver (Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center) & Kari Hart (Association of Zoos 

& Aquariums)

Community Partners: zoo/aquarium early 

adopter community, autistic self-advocates

https://www.aza.org/MoZAICS

This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under grant 2229061. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in 
this material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.
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Project Description

MoZAICS focuses on developing an evidence-
based framework of inclusive practices for zoos 
and aquariums to support science learning for 
autistic individuals across the full aquarium and 
zoo experience including the general visit, 
programs, exhibits, internships, volunteering, and 
employment opportunities.
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Science Foundation.

Key Achievements

● Completed literature review 

and zoo/aquarium state of 

the field study.

● Currently gathering insights 

and input from autistic 

individuals through an 

autism community study to 

guide the toolkit 

development. 

● Based on research findings, 

the team is in the process of 

developing an initial 

prototype of a toolkit for 

zoo/aquarium practitioners 

to prompt reflection, 

discussion and curating 

resources that support 

access/ inclusion for autistic 

individuals.
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