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Access and Inclusion

By joining forces with our community partners, the TSCN has

connected with afterschool providers who focus on increasing

the quality of out-of-school STEM learning opportunities for all

young people especially underserved and underrepresented

youth. In particular, the Million Girl Moonshot partnership has

led to an increased focus on the inclusion of girls in STEM

training.

This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under grant 2229061. Any opinions, findings, 
and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the National Science Foundation.

Key Achievements

The TSCN has experienced a year of recovery after losing more than half of the Network’s sites due to the pandemic. Though  the TSC sites still 

struggle with a post-Covid decline in number of participating teens per site, this year the Network has almost doubled its number of active TSC 

programs nationwide.  Over one-third of TSC adult leaders have reported that their teen leadership groups are a success and a source of pride 

(annual evaluation report August 2023).  Within this project, we continue to evaluate and refine a training and mentoring process for new adult 

TSC leaders with the aim of providing a proven method for establishing an increase of long-lasting programs across the country. 

Collaborations

● Community Partners: 

○ Million Girl Moonshot; a movement of STEM Next 
Opportunity Fund - info@milliongirl moonshot.org

○ Toni Bruner, Director; Legacy Partners in Environmental 
Education - toni@legacyenved.org

● PI: Michelle Hall; Teen Science Cafe Network - hall@scieds.com

● CoPI: Katey Ahmann; Teen Science Cafe Network -

katey@scieds.com

● Project Website:  Teensciencecafe.org

Project Description

Teen Science Cafes (TSC) are free out-of-school programs where teen

leaders, adult leaders, and (STEM) experts collaborate to develop

presentations and hands-on activities focused on exploring STEM

topics in-depth with wider teen audiences.

The goals of the Teen Science Café Network (TSCN) project are to:

1) Provide informal educators with robust research based PD training

that focuses on the Teen Science Café (TSC) model

2) Foster and build a nationwide community of enthusiastic and diverse

Teen Science Cafe sites and audiences that demonstrate the value of

TSC programming.

Audience & Settings

Audience: Youth ages 14-19 

Disciplinary area: Science, Technology, Engineering, Math

Learning environments: Out of School Time venues

(including afterschool programs, museums, libraries,

aquariums, zoos, park & garden organizations,, and others)
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