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Audience & Settings
Audience: Middle and High school girls 
(ages 13-16), focus on girls from 
historically excluded groups.
Disciplinary area: Computer science, 
physical science, engineering
Learning environment: Virtual 
platform

Access and Inclusion
Equity is key to our project. In year 1, 
our research and evaluation informed 
our decisions on improved engagement 
to increase participation from African 
American and Latina girls. This finding 
is influencing our choices for 
recruitment, curriculum design and 
platform updates.

Project Description
To study the impact of an online platform and curriculum (Brite) 
designed using an intersectional lens that engages girls in 
community-building, hands-on activities, and engagement with 
diverse role models on their STEM identity development as 
measured through sense of belonging, competence, performance, 
and recognition.

Key Achievements
In July 2023, we held our first Brite program and had 71 girls from 
across 9 organizations participate. To prepare for the program, we 
organized three trainings and equipped 30 educators with curricular 
resources to facilitate small group discussions and hands-on 
activities and to support girls in talking with role models.
Based on the research and evaluation results, we plan to create 
more engagement opportunities for girls with each other and the 
role models to strengthen the community-building. 
The goal for next year is to have 250 girls participate.

Community Partners: Kata Lucas, National Girls Collaborative Project, klucas@ngcproject.org l
PIs: Roxanne Hughes, Florida State University, hughes@magnet.fsu.edu
Co-PIs: Karen Peterson, National Girls Collaborative Project
Abimbola Olukeye, Smart Girls HQ
Qian Zhang, Florida State University
https://britesummer.org/
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A sampling of projects and reflections 
shared during Brite Fest, a weekly 
celebration for the Brite Community 
hosted by a woman STEM role 
model.
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