
“Tree of Life” Interview  Interviewer:  Location: 
E. Giusti and M. Scott   Date:   

Excuse me. We are working on a project and would like to ask you a few questions to help us understand visitors’ 
views. It will take about 10 minutes. 
 
Definition 
1. When you hear the expression “Tree of Life,” what comes to mind?  

 
 
 
 
 

2. If not mentioned: Have you heard the term used in science (or biology)?  __Yes   __No 
 

[Show image of ToL: shark—T.rex image]  
3. This is an example of a scientific Tree of Life. What would you say it’s supposed to show people?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. [If not mentioned: Does the tree suggest anything about relationships between species? __Yes   __No   If yes, What 
does it suggest? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What is the significance of each node or branching point?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Is the Tree of Life finished? Or is it still growing? [probe: Is our knowledge of the ToL complete?] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Show 2 other tree images] 

7. Here are some different ways scientists have depicted the ToL. Which tree do you find easier to understand? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Tree of Life” Interview  Interviewer:  Location: 
E. Giusti and M. Scott   Date:   

Species Relatedness[show pictures of organisms]  
8. For each one: Which of these species would be more closely related in the Tree of Life? Why?  

[show cladogram] Does this change what you think? Why? 
[bird, caiman, dinosaur] 

 
 
 

 
[fungi, animals, plants] 

 
 

 
 
[pine:  magnolia: carnation : tomato, sunflower]  

 
 
 

 
 
Application 
9. What are some ways scientists and society could use this knowledge? [probe] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10. How do scientists figure out how thing are related? What kind of evidence would have given rise to this tree? 
 
 
 
 
 
11. If you could access an interactive Tree of Life on the WWW, what would you want to look up or learn about? 

What questions do you have? 
 
 
 
 
 
Some information about you: 

__ Male Your Residence: Your age: Education… 
__ Female __ NYC __ 11-19 __In School grade: 
Computer use __ NYC Suburbs __ 20-39 __ HS grad 
__ Daily/Almost daily __ Other USA __ 40-59 __College grad 
__ Occasionally __ International __ 60 and over __Advanced degree 
__ Rarely Zip code:   
Do you have special training in Science? __No __Yes  Please specify: 

 
Thank you very much for your time and ideas! 


