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Portal to the Public developed a proven, scalable framework to engage scientists and 
the public in face-to-face interactions that promote appreciation and understanding of 

current scientific research and its application 



Connects to Real Scientists and Real Equipment 



Connects to Real Scientists and Real Equipment 



Puts A Human Face On Science 



Provides a Role Model 



Science Communication Fellows 



Support for Scientists 
Professional Development 

Activity Development Consultation 

Workshops are engaging and dynamic! 



How public audiences learn and understand science 



A chance to reflect, plan and practice 



Summative Evaluation and Research 

From the perspective of the participating scientists and science-
based institution 

 

•  Scientists reported an increase in their ability to communicate their 
work after participating Portal to the Public professional development 

 

•  There is strong interest by most scientists to continue their 
participation 

•  Although the time commitment was the biggest challenge, there are 
sufficient numbers of scientists willing to make this commitment 
because of the value received from the opportunity to reach the public 
and/or gain public communication skills. 

•  Scientists appreciated the opportunity to engage with public audiences 



Summative Evaluation and Research 

From the perspective of the participating scientists and science-
based institution 

 
•  Scientists saw the ISE institution as a new forum and access to a new 

audience for communicating their research 

•  Scientists appreciated the ease of participating in the program (i.e. venue and 
materials were ready for them when they arrived) 

•  The skills they gained transferred to other venues where they had to 
communicate their research. 

•  Many scientists identified benefit in participating in their community and 
networking among like-minded science professionals 





Other Network 



Other Network 















Asked to Consider One Area 
 Not Fully Realized 

----------------------------------- 
How Do We Connect the Dots 



Asked to Consider One Area 
 Not Fully Realized 

----------------------------------- 
How Do We Connect the Dots 

And How to Do this Sustainably 



Portal to the Public Network 
http://popnet.pacificsciencecenter.org/ 

 

Portal to the Public Overview Video 
http://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/portal/video 

 

Contact for Dennis Schatz 
schatz@pacsci.org  

 


